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RD To the Reverend and Learned | | 
| Mr. MARSDEN, B.D: Proctor for the OP M1 Condens 
| tion ; Mr. G1PPS, Rector of Bury; Ms. NICHOLS, Re- 
| | Qor of Stwkport; Mr. LANCASTER, Prebendery of 
4 ' Ghofton 3 Mr: T4TEOR, a Kings: Preacher for Z:ncaſbire. 
[ gram ora. of Cheſter. 


I: pros TE ompreſent roar bs Ditok at our ſecond. _ whoſe Pubs 


lication. you: mere, pleaſed to: require ſuon.after the. Firſt, ſuppoſing it 
rc oy ry fe oe : of aur” Church, au 
A bene Dp Mate th js. mas mmtandd' 
#0 pr omote,. and m Diſoretion- ence* in; deftributing 
Jour grown and. others. Liberalit, bathtbeen, broug ht. ta-very-goodiff abt. . 
The erafons- of, this. Meeting, were. (you. knom.) the great. Wants and: 
Neceſſities of many. of our: Rrethren,, os. their. poor,, but; next Relations, 
fo. that. there needs no, othtn Apology, for it >the mention. of, t hems, 
| whith bv 204,32ill, not judge. improper to be made. 
_—_— If the.Sett Jaeotsin aur Church ar the inforur Cong mars buvogual 
| t6.that of our- Neighbour ond. much poorer: Nation Scotland,. where all b 
! ſmall Livings. were. long  ſance. ſo plentifully ſupplied. by the care of thix&o» © 
| vernment,, that in Glebe and:Tyghes, all Renefces are now rajſed. to atileaft 
| 5Ql, Sterling yearly, it t.be- by. 4. coarſe Diet,, and a:herd 
abſtemiou way, of living,. t aud. his Family: mould be able't 
; hy wt bong. aw. e. pr others.Charity, 
| ut. when we c Rs med eots exalt- Hiſtv. Burners 
riep, mho well knows the State: :0nd.Condition of our. Church and Nation, Pref.to 2d; 
viz, That, ſame buxdreds, of Pariſhes in England. poy.avt ten: Pounds:a year 'E- oo 
ro their, Paſtors, and. þ, Foes age not tor : 


- And if to Pariſbes we. tries, which in theſe 1 
: are very numerow,. and: ill. wa ed. for, the.ſumm total of: poor Cley 
and their Families will. be, exceeding large. As.you-may eaſily 


or ie when 1.tell you.of ten.or twelue.Ch Chopels in. one Pariſh within: this gras] 
ſome. of whoſe. Stigends do not CT +52 7x nor do the greateſt of thim, 
nth tbe Profits-arifing from the conſtant. Drudgery- of reaching: 4. ſmall: 
School, .amonns. to above 20 Pounds per annum. I kave ty- 
Others there are, where divine Service-is. frequently, if not enfatipiomtn as. 
| performed, whaſe. Valne amounts to but. 3s 4+.5» 6, 9 Pounds. ay0ar,” and: F 
[ Noel whoſe Incomes are not-1010r at-meſt 12:Pounds, and abouteqgo more. theſe plas. <2 


({pme.of, which..are.Re&ories and Vicaridges) whoſe. Stipend-ic: 2 20.08 ro _— 


| Pounds yearh,.. Nor are. ſych. ſmall Allowances the inconveniences only oft were 
our Country Clergy, but in.a. great and ancient.City,. where thereare ſex.cenl 
| ven or eight DS — Pied by aw Qrthodox labor iow Miniſtry, 2% 
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*no Incumbent (ſave one) receives for bis own.uſe an Income of 50.1 a year, 


-ond-the greateſt part of that too griſes from Free-Will-Offerings-and vo- 
{unitary Contributions. : + 4 3 -Þ Ht | 8%. I 9% FACYEL Os > ; 


Kingdom:has ſhewnt the way, nor would it be mach tore difficul 
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where to find an opportunity of doing $eod, (as large and noble as th 
defire.”. So | Mayes ble fatiifa&tion will it {fs ſuch « Ag, Mind, 
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3 #be hog er this or other Dioceſes Jo remore, that they cannot with- 


Tit. 2.7: and truly Apo 
| of poo O 
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Tow ſefuntbbelding bin, lrort bin) und 
fad onto bim,"On On? thing” tho lacke(s; 74 
w by "way ay, fel "Wa Per thog haſt and 


ft. _Paor,,. and thaw t have 

Treaſurer oautn, and OO up © 
hr. Croſs and follow mos = + 
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7  Anious ave” the Opinilons abdue the She of 
' theſe Words, and therefore fer us firſt con- 


[ "IO a Y SKID 4.4 


Bf, Somethinlwhen Chyi Siffectlsche point, | 


One thing thou lackeſt,” that he ſpetks according to the 
Doctrine and Notions of the Phariſees an other 
Teachers among the Fews;' and'trys this Rich-Man 
boaſting of his exa&t performances of the Law, whe: 
ther when he a 'd to Eternal Life he wonld come 


; upto: that' (Per -which- his Countrymen' (0 


ang Prais'd." 'nor that/he- either devored Chriftians 
to voluntary Poverty,” or that he” exhortcd him to 
reft in'a Pharifaical PerfeQion, burro renounce the 
World:;by' obſering met Dottie which the 
Phariſees profeſt. 
B . But 


fider thoſe before- we ap «# ent eo our | 


Lightf. on * 
" Matt, 19. 


mw CT, CC ro 
Foes: * 
* 
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. Bur I'Y we do- not find the Scribes and Pha- 
ice preſt' men to' ſuch” heights! of! \Charicy to: the 
Poor. For our Saviour therefore re roves them be- 
cauſe they\had-mage.tha Com 'God! 
noneHlec," by.craching Me: to Rides their Wives 


at pleaſure, ©, deny Maiotenay ce. to a needy Parent-- 
| or JO9 IK d - ſay FANG had der ne no evil: 
See fur- - Ga | andy 1dgrnent;' the weoh. 
ther their 'Þ 6d \ 
| Meaſures tier Works of the Laws ATTY A ES EO 
of Charity 


> 4 However this. was, - yet certainly our Saviour di 
not.here teach; the Phaxiſfes:Po: Ve "Þ 
own,” becauſe he propoſeth ir to. hit as the Condi 
tion of his Salyxion,, and as/athing neceſſary before 

| he could be his Diſciple.” Then comtand;follow me. 

Il: -. Secandh,  Some-ghink this Rich, Man-ws dhly\ an 
Hypocrite, and aac. ſincere! in. his. Enquiry, and - 
therefore our Sayigur juſtly'tried; him by. {o ſevere a 
Rule,,'tho' he: did ngt. Jneeance _bbge others tate 

I practice of it-/;; :--111 1/110) 159 £ [owt 

4 | - Bue that this rich Man ,was; in weſt. and: FA 

E our Sayiour, ſaw- ſomerhing-exreaogdioary-in hingis 

oo gt by. his, Carriage '29watd-dhim.'.*-The 'Fext 

"fag, +. loved him... 20 was," nicer yoo his: 
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caſe ): edamieſhedthar; he was wall {atisfied with his 


earneſt defirerof: Salvation,-:and his Endeavours after 
the Means. taobtain it; and ſo proceeds to tell him 
the remainder of his Duty. 

; And: thaethe young man kadaxrordinary adv 
2nd affection for the. Perſon -whoithus counſelled him 
appears, becauſe he went away ſorrowfull, Yer/.2 2. 


Ang: could nat michour: velioment- grief xeject rhe 


Commangke had -gi ven-hiix. }o -i5: 1, 


' He look d ankint as. 'one that: could and would 
| ppineſs,. and was there- 
Gra Is cohdition 


/the.truie way-co 


Wer. £O-1ts- 
- > Thirdy, Some. think tlie caly ching our Saviour 
fuk; with; was his mordinare love of Riches, 
and chat heooimmanded himinoractually t tO Dart with 
them- and give them-to the Pobe;: bur that he ſhould 
not | ſer his Aﬀe&tions' on em; thatche ſhould only 
be {ill ready to ſupply the. Neceſſities ofthe Needy, 
ang: content: tQ: pens wick: Alle — rather than” the 


Golpel. - -/- 
Bur that the Words howd: by undirftood. a ſel- 


ling or! actual parting with his Goods is/as evidenr as 
words can\imake ir, becauſe! 'our Saviout! bids him 
Go thy way," ſell whatſoever 'zhou baſt and: give to the 
Poor. :  Belide:we do: not find this Phraſe: of ſellin 

IM = 204 Ra in —— only ——— 
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ro pare an; and contentedly: 


ally cxpreſles by nting and og: efr', 

Luke I 4. 26, 33+ 4-135 «0 47 7% os 
Nay, er Dhabi fins Sine robs eady to 

part with them. "Dot yo i yr ah Je, 


then return ana follow me, - 


{Had he only! han: Keſipnatic chlinf- Spirit 
and Contentedneſs o Mird whence uy 


kim for a tinc,.- er ood od 


him to this in his preſence him is = 4 DE TEES 


Buc ſuppoſe we utdorſtandalicle words as the ge- 
nexalicy of net :do che forememciotiel Text, 
Luke 14. 73/40 hikewiſe wholecver heobe '6f' you 
that forfakech: not/all hebach hocamwor be wy Di- 


ſciple, ©.e.| whb iis inatrepar'd :and-tofoly'd at leaft 


to Horldke | all he has: when: theme is vocation, ''and 


when ke :6dnnot Tetdin "em iSalvu pietate-W offto. 
Thence it plainly follows, that there may _— 
orcahons, and hag thexe:ttrefack thir'every © 

(as well as the young: man. in he Texe) who will 
falfill the' f 2Ghriſtienenuſt aduallypure wth 
hays res we og mans bref ak | 
0. under- 


= 
of lofing them; which ” oor Saviour 'nſu- 


fion of bidding him fc fnnpn xt 
on ing him jcavc his deowry M 
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they are 16 be interpreted as a Counſel of Perfettion 


only; not 'as a Command or a neceflary Duty in 
ary calc, | 


» wi 


--* But the contrary is pla both from the Queſtion 


and the Anfwer : The Queſtion was, Good Mafter, 
what ſhaft 1 do to inherit eternal Tife? *QurSaviour firſt 
anſwer d hjim by ſhewing the common” Dinries; 


Sites 7Þ0r ord Vhng," 26 and fell aff that thou baſt and 


Yive to the'Poor, and thou [halt have Ti reaſure im Heaven. 
So chat this was a Condition neceſlary to his Happi- 
ne,” withont"this 'afl - his 'other Performances conld 
not five him,  wichour ſuch Charity he muft not cn- 
RrHeaven, otherwiſe noching had been then want- 
in order tohis Salvation. = PR 
© © Fifth, -Others think our Saviour enjoyned him 
this not as neceffary to his Salvation, but only to a 
greater perfection of it, and toa more ſublime degree 
of Happinels. As if when our Saviour ſaid, If thou 
wilt be perfef?, he meant, if thouwould'ſt obtainthe 
higheſt pitchof PerfeRion and Glory. 
Bur he only askerhe, way to get Ecernal Life, and 
pray was not yet inftructed in the Doctrine of 
The different degrees of Glory, _ = 


Nor was there fuch --y reafon why he ſhould 


| dot/ fo:forrowfull, if he could retain hisbeloved 


ramon, and yet receivea heavenly Treaſure, cho” | 
: "Os 


ts M5 3. "ES [ 
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- nor of che greateſt yalue; much. Jeſs why, he ſhul 
forlake his Maſter and ceaſe to be his Dilciple. 


Nor had it been pertinent in our Saviour here- 


upon, 40. remark. how. difficult,. nay,, almoſt. im- 


VI. 


his Ri 


4 


Ret + £424 Pl — ET og £1 Re Lanes at hb” : | 
Preeept, but that it was Perſonal, givento x 


- man; only, . and not ro other Chriſtians tho 


iches oaly excluded him from the higheſt Sear 
+ Sixthly, Others: think that che Text w 


2 


bi 4 238 $ a4 
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like Circumſtances, that our Saviour required. 


by way of Temptation or-tryal of the young Man's 


Faith and Obedience; and that ir was ſuch another 
Command as that which was given to Abrgham-bf 
offering up his only Son 1/aac, which, God did not 
intend.co be performed, and conſequently that now 
it no more concerns other Chriſtians, than that Pre- 
cept given to 4brgham doth. | SN 
This indeed is a plauſible and more generally re- 


. ceiv'd Interpretation than any of the former, bur the 


truth of it may very reaſonably be deny'd. _ 

Firſt, Becauſe our Saviour gave the ſame Com. 
mand to all his Diſciples, Luk 12. 3.3. Sell; that ye 
have and give Alms, provide your ſelves Bags which wax 
not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens that faileth not, where 

20 Thief - approacheth, neither Moth corrupteth, And 


"mand 


therefore 'tis without reaſon ſaid, that this Com- 


e for. a Rich, Man.zo eneer. into. Heaven, if _ 


: er WIS NECN STE ED, AY oort; - egrv: 
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mand was perſonal, given the young.man only. 

| And for'the fame reaſon it-appears that this was 
not deſigned as a bare Tempracion, or tryal of his * 
| readinels:to- obey his' Maſter's Will, -in an iaſtance 
which he ne*er :ocenided ſhould be performed: Since 
he enjoyned the like to his Diſciples elſewhere, and not 
only chey-bur. all the good Chriſtians in the firſt times 
did aually do the ſame, whichour Saviour required 
the young man here to do. 

And ll that: believed' were together and bad all things - 
 eommunz; and” ſold their Poſſeſſians and Goods, aud. parted 
| them:to all-men; as every man: had need, -Adts 2; 444 450" 
| The ' general Practice of that Age. was the' beſt 
f — Comment on our. Saviaur's Precept,. and.the ſureft 
| Way t6difcover to-what.idegrees. of Charity the beſt 
of-Chriſtians' thought themſelves oblig'd upon ſuch 
| great occaſions. But _ 

[Secondly, (As I ſaid before) ir-mult be cookefsd, | 
tac! in ſome Circumſtances any: Diſciple of the -bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus- may be obliged. to leave. all he has:and fol- 
low him. - 

And tho' God'was: pear wnake eryal of Abra- 
4 hon' $ Faich, ho. wasce, he aheiFather. of:che:Baithe 


- 
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fall and:;an- Example. to+ alli Genetatians by ſuch-a 
fingular Inſtance of:Qbedicnge as was.never exacted) 
from any. other, \ thete:is \ri@:rcaſon to- conalide Gur-- 
Span, has done. any fuch thing. under che. Goſpel: 


| where: 


JMI 


"> on Toms = Tdctodnot Shs 
Gone pnk to make known to. all: br; - 
; F {Notts it ng hp gock would diſcourage oY great 
and-ei8hy Picty [Veins » ho:eeg-oe | 
firous ro be by br 'reand D Difciple'by: requiring 
ſeverer Conditions: us he did from-thoſe who are 
aQual Profeſſors -of his: Goſpel. ; Ir being obſervable 
chat God rather diſpens'd with: ſome things in Pro- 
ſelyres or new Converts, which he expected from full 
HO + Profeſſors, as in the caſe of Naaman, &c. 
- Sevonhly; Others think this was a Precepr given 
" rol, and "that what: was neceſſary co the young . 
man's Salvation was ſo ro other mens in the lame 
Race and circuraftances with him. . 

\. Yer thar we axe nor! to/-interprec it according « eo 
PO Lerrer, as tho' he or we are ever oblig'd-ro part 
with our Eſtates that we may give to the Poor, but 
as we ufoally incerpret ſeveral of our Saviour byes 
Precepts which commonly ran in very high and| 
flirains; as thoſe in Marr. 5. pn But 1 
ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not evil, but whoſoever ſhall . 
ſraite thee on thy r Beck turn to- bim the other alſo ; 
and if any man” will Jud this @ che Law, "and take away 
thy Coat, let: hins-have thy Glock alſo; and whoſoever 
vids. Ota "0 with bim twain. © Give 

þ thee,” uni front bins that would borrow 
"And v.48. Be ye there- 


fore 


CI ” 


: _ 
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ect. 

All which you know arenot to be literally under- 
ſtood,” only import, that -we muſt. be peaceable, 

mercifull and compaſſionate to a very high degree ; 

afid thus to be charitable, is the coriftane Dftty of 


fore perfett, as your Father which is in Heaven is per- | 


every good Chriſtian, as well as of the Young Man 


in the Text. | 

This is certainly a very uſefull Interpretation of 
the Words, and as effe&tual to reſtrain Men from 
| Uncharitableneſs, as thoſe other Precepts from Con- 
cention, Malice and Revenge. 

But yet it is plain, that the Young Man under- 


ſtood our Saviour's Words according to the Letter, 


and for chis reaſon forſook him : He went away ſor- 

rowfull, for be had great Poſſeſſons, v. 22. ' 
Whereas, if he had only required him to be cha- 

ritable in a decent Meaſure, or to a conliderable 


Degree, we cannot imagine that a Youth of ſuch - 


early Picty, who had great Riches, and fo could 
well afford ir; who had kept all the Command- 
rfients from his Youth, would have forſook that 
Maſter whom he ſo much loved. | 

| Nor can we ſuppoſe, that our Saviour would 
ſuffer ſuch a one (for he loved him) to forſake him 
and his Goſpel through a Miſconſtrution of his 


| Precepts. 
C Secondly, 


ah. 
—.\ 
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Secondly, Becauſe the Primitive Chriſtians did 
licerally perform what our Saviour here enjoyned ; 
and their Lives were the trueſt Tranſcripts, and 
their Practice the beſt Interpreters of the Laws they _ 
lived under, - - 
And the Multitude of them that believed wefe of 
one Heart, and of one Soul, neither ſaid any of 
them, that ought of the things which he poſleſled 
was his own, bur they had all things in common, 
neither was there any among them that lacked ; for 
as many as' were Poſleſlors of Lands or Houle, ſold 
them, and brought the Prices of the things thax were 
ſold, and laid them down at the Apoſtles Feet, 
and Diſtribution was made unto every Man accor- 
ding as he had need, As 4. 32, 34, 35. Now 
if theſe Conſiderations may ſeem to render this 
Comment not unqueſtionable. 


VII Eighthh, There is but one Interpretation | 
more that I can think of (to wit) That the ! 
Words are an expreſs Command , and to be _ 
underſtood according to the Letter. That this | 
was given immediately and occaſionally to the | 
Young Man, like thoſe mentioned John 8.1 1. Luke 
10. 37. But vertually and intentionally to all o. | 
ther Chriſtians in the ſame Circumſtances that he ! 
Thief was.in. * And this ſeems the true and Proges 6 
ence | 


UMI 
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to cry out with the Difciples, Who then can be ſa- Luk. 18.26, 


_- 
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Sence of the Texc, if none of the fore-mentioned on is in- 
. ecd liable 

be. a D d feem- 
GD” | ing conlt- 

derable ObjeCtion, viz. St. Peter tells Ananias, who agreeably to the praQtice of that Age, 
and probably with ſome regard to theſe werds of our Saviour, had devored his Eſtare to the 
Relief and Service of his fellow-Chriſtians, but afterward kept back part of the Moneys with 
him. While it remained, was it nat thine own ? and when it was ſold, was it mt in thine own 
power ? AQts 5. 4. * Now how could it be ſaid, even after it was fold, to be in his own pow- 
er,if he was obliged thus to beſtow it,if he had no liberty then left to beſtow is to any other 
end or purpoſe ? The Anſwer is very eafie, For when the Apoſtle ſays, Was it not in thine 
007 rent he could not mean, was it not in thine own power to have kept it to thy ſelf ? 
this bei ng repugnant to the Scope and Deſign of the Story, which repreſents it as his Crime, 
thathe d reſerve it to himſelf. St. Peter upbraids him not only becauſe Satan had fili?d 
his Heart to lye unto the Holy Ghoſt, but alſo roogiondu: dm Ths Tus, V. 3. And he de- 
clares his Sin thus inthe ſecond Verſe, x, syoogloxzr am © 7s, 1. ec. he had not only kept 
back, as our Z»g/iſh renders it, but he had defrauded, purloin'd, cloſely and cunningly took 
to his own uſe part of the price, as the word imports both in prophane and ſacred Authors. 
So Titus 2. to. Joſbus 7. 1, 11. 2 Maccab. 4.32. So that the dire& Senſe of St. Peter's words . 
is this; Before it was ſold, was it not wholly thine, none- other having a ſhare in it who + 
might hinder thee from thus beſtowing it ?- And when it was ſold, didſt thou not receive 
the whole Summ, for which 'twas ſold, into thy hands ? Was not this in thy poſſeſſion and 
power, ſothat thou might eaſily fulfill thy obligations ? What Excuſe then canſt thou now 
_— for purloining part of the Moneys, and thus lying unto God ? Yide Mede Diſc. 27. 


A hard Saying (will ſome think) who can 
bear ic, if it be thus difficult in any caſe for a rich 


Man to enter into Heaven, how many will be apt 


dE: 25 

' But is it more difficult or more unreaſonable to 
part with our Eſtates than our Lives for the good. 
of our Fellow-Chriſtians ? And yet, is nor this the 
Apoſtle's Inference, becauſe Chriſt hath ſuffered for 
= We ought alſo to lay down our Lives for the Bre- 1 Jum 3, 


rF" 
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| May we not be obliged in ſome Caſes to forfake 
' Houſe and Lands, and all the Conveniences of life 
for Chriſt's ſake and the Goſpel ? And can you. 
think to do this more acceptably to him, .than when 


'tis done for the Relicf of great Numbers who fuf- 
fer Hunger and Thirſt for Righteouſneſs fake, and 
are ready to periſh for his Name? SENT v=990 
And indeed this fees to be the particular cafe, 
if we would ſuppoſe any wherein we may be obtli. 


ged to ſell what we have, and give Alms, rather to. 


part wich our very neceflary Goods, than omit 
Works of Charity-and Mercy, viz. When our Fel. 


tow-Chriſtians are generally reduced ro extreme 


\ want and great Diſtreſs, by Famine or Perſecutian, 


" ſupply the Neceſſities of thaſe: who. muſt ſuffer for: 


Oppreſlion or any other means. 

- The Young Man here mentioned was a Jew, and. 
one of the Rylers, as $ Luke tells us,. Ch... 18, 1 $; 
who came to, Chrift ra; be. his Difciple. Our Savi- 


our knowing the. Rerſecutions and Poverty, which 
in the firſt Ages would attend his Followers, inci 


mates that he could; nat be his. Diſciple unleſs he 
would go and fell all: that: ha bad, thar he might 


[ 


his Name. 


"Tis. probable, he bad'. before been charitable, 


and perform'd what their Law requir'd of him. Bur 
now there was like to be. an extraordinary occaſion, 
and 
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and ail he had {(tho' he had great Riches) would 
be litcle enough to ſupply the wants of his believing 
Brethren. | ; 7 
In.chis caſe he muſt lay out his Treaſure upon 
Earch, if he expected one jn Heaven. | 
- And by Parity of Reaſon, ic will be neceflary 
* for every Chriſtian, when his Brethren are generally 
in extremity of Want and great Diſtreſs to relieve 
them by ſelling his Poſſeſſions, if it cannot otherwiſe 
be done.. | 
Acccordingly, we find that choſe good and cha- 
ritable Perfons who. had Poſkflions did fo, A&s ch.. 
Z» UC. 4» F: [I 
. But Secondly, Tho! the caſe of our Fellow-Chrz 
. tans in this Church and Nation, . and of the pre: | 
{anc Age be neither ſo extremely nor generally ne- 
ceſſirons, as to oblige us to part with all we have 
to relieve them, yer it ſeems very plain, that we are 
oblig'd both by Vertue- of this Precept, according. 
co moſt of the fore-mentioned Interprerations: of ir, 
and by the general Tenour of the Goſpel, to be high- 
ly Charitable to-Perſons-in-Diſtreſs and Want, which: 
is the'Subje&t chatar preſent I deſignto treat on» 


Firſt then, Since the Young Man: was here re: 
quir'd' to ſell: all char he had and give to the Poor; 


Let us ' conſider in what Meaſure, and to what 
Degree. 


_— 


—_— 


14 


—_— 


A Sermon preached 
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III. 


Degree we may and ought till to be Charitable. 


© _ Secondly, Let-us conſider who are the Objects of 


our Charity, and what order we ought to obſerve 
in the Diſtribution of our Alms, Give to the Poor. 


Thirdly, The great Chriſtian Motive to all this : 
And thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven, 


I deſign to be very brief in each of theſe, there 
being ſo many excellent Treatiſes lately extanc up- 


on Charity in all its Branches, that I think this Du- 
ty has been more fully . explain'd, and better re- 
commended to our Practice than any other part of 


Chriſtian Ethicks. 


| S 
As to the Firſt ; There is a great Latitude in the 


Meaſure of Chriſtian Charity. It is- not neceſſary for 


us, at preſent, agreeable to the PraRtice of the. firſt 
Chriſtians, - to ſell our Goods to maintain the Poor, 
ſince their Neceſlities among us are not ſo great and 
general, and there's a Legal Proviſion for them. 
And yet that Man who out of a Principle of 
Zeal and Love, now ſells all for pious and- good 
Uſes, and injures no one by it, . is not to be cenſu- 
red, but commended for a morc heroick and per- 
fe Charity. 4 Ln 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, When we have faid all we _ The Meaſuresof Charity © 


: « mong the Jews | 0s " 
can concerning the true Meaſures of the Rules and Precepts orc 
—_T Rabhins were fixt in this man- 
our Beneficence (which might be done nc nf, A Diſteibution 5 
mon e 0 
more fully by propoling ſeveral Caſes) Goods'rhar had been ill got 


eceſſa "X - aly, c 
much muſt be left to the Prudence of out fer apart the 5th 


bye" . ; .e. of wealth 
honeſt and free-hearted Chriſtians. Since —— — ————_ 


, | . he Co nd. Thirdly , 
God has not defin'd an exact proporti- 5, the Commant:, Hey 


he Law i more than 
on of our Alms, only that they ſhould the Law wo give more ot 


be plencifull, according to our own he may do moreifhe pleaſe on 

T7 his ownaccord, of which hey 

Condition and the needs of others. had ſome Inſtances, as Zeche= 

| ws, who gave the half of his 

Goods; and R. [bab, who diſtributed all his Goods to the Poor out of extraordinary Devo- 
tion. YideDr. Lightfoot in Mat, 19. 21. and Luke 19. 8. 


But the Inſtance which our Saviour gives of the 
Widow, who caſt in all ſhe had into the Treaſury, and M«rkia44 
which he propoſes as the braveſt Precedent for Chri- 
ſtian Generoſicy, ſeems co imply, chat a Perſon 
who has no Relations to provide for, or only ſuch 
as he hath made a competent Proviſion for, can 
ſcarce exceed the Bounds of this Duty. - 

And if ſo, then Prodigality in oppoſitionto Chri. 
ſtian Charity will not 7, much conſiſt in giving 
more than my Convenience (as the World calls it) 
will allow, as in beſtowing my Goods to uſes that 
are; not pious, or to Perſons that deſerve them nor. 

Thirdly, Tho' we cannot ſtate in General what 
is a ſufficient Fortune far every Man, and for his 


Children, how much is requiſite to provide againſt 
\ cure 


p — + ts Voj O96 
*is PRI IRS” 


A Sermon preached - 


a_ 


—Y 


future Neceſſities as well as preſent, and ftlence all 
the Scruples of ſuſpicious Miſers; yet ſtill "ris plain 
God requires us ro give Alms of our Superfluities. 
And the Apoſtle bids Timothy charge them that are rich 


in this World, that they be rich in-good Works, #eady to 


diſtribute,  willmg to communicate. | 

So that either we muſt own many things ſuper- 
fluous, and that the Owners may and ought ro know 
which are ſo, or that theſe Precepts were given in 
vain and to no purpoſe. 

Fourthly, Bur the Apoſtle further tells ns, That 
if we have not of the Superfluities of this World, 
wherewith we may be charitable, we are not excus'd 
from this Duty as long as we have Ability by our 
Induftry' tro obtain them. He that flole, ſays he, 
let him ſteal no more, but rather let him labour, workin 
with his hands the thing that is good. Not that he may 
procure an honeſt Maintenance for himſelf and his 
Family alone, but that he may have to give to him 
who ſuffers need, i, e. who cannot help himſelf, 
Epbe/. 4. 28. we 

Which if duly confider'd may be ſufficient to fa- 
tisfe thoſe of the meaner Rank and inferiour Con- 
dition in the World, that they likewiſe as well as 
thoſe in better Circumſtances and of a higher Qua- 
| lity are oblig'd co give Alms in proportion to their 
_ Abilicies. 


F 


Having 
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Having thus briefly coucht upon che Meaſures of. 


_ Chriſtian Charity, let us now reflt a little on 
ſeveral forts of men, who ſeem very defective in 
this point, and notorious Tranſgreflors of this im- 
portant Duty. - 

Firſt, What muſt we then think of choſe rich 
ones, - who grow fat with Plenty, that; are cloath'd 
in fine Purple and fare delicioully every day, yet 


when they ſee a Brother or a Siſter deſtitute of Cloaths 


and daily Food, nay perhaps, one that was their 
Father in Chriſt; and his Family poor ,and . con- 
temn'd, only bid them depart in peace, be warm d 
and fll'd : 2 

The Parable of Dives makes the: Anſwer plain, 
that ſuch men muſt not expect to look on Heaven, 
_unleſs it be in Hell, co che greater Aggravation of 
their Torments. 

If you come to ſuch a one to ask his Charicy for 
a poor diſtreſſed Gentleman, or an honeſt Clergy- 
man, who has had hard meaſure in the World, and 
ſuffer'd much ill for doing well, who hath a nu- 
merous but poor Family, having perhaps ſpent*his 
ſmall Incomes in a juſt bur neceſſary Defence of the 
Intereſt of the Church or State. "Tis probable, 
all you get from the Man of Wealth is a ſhake 
of his Head, a Sigh and a politick Remark or two. 


He's heartily ſorry for him, but he always feard 
I | 


Ic 
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it would come to this. He wiſhes him well, and 
he hopes and prays that he who provides for the 
- Fatherlefſs and Widow, will take care for his Pre- 
ſervation. £74 
We own to him the Divine Providence has al- 
ways been illuſtrious in the Preſervation of his Ser- 
vants, and we have his word for it, that if we ſeek 
. Mait6.33-his Kingdom and the Righteouſneſs thereof, all theſe 
things * fhall be added to us, i. & fo much as is necef- 
ſary to ſupport us in aur beings. | 
But we muft conſider Gof's uſual way is not 

to do this by Miracles z we do not now  expe&t 
that he ſhould rain down Quails and Manna from 
Heaven, make the Rocks pour forth their refreſhing 
Streams, 'or fend the Ravens to feed his: Prophets, 
becauſe formerly he did fo. But he now does this 
in the ordinary method of his Providence, by ftir- 
ring up the Minds of charitable and well diſpos'd 
Chriſtians to relieve his Servants for his fake ; and 
I 2m come to try whether you be ſuch a one orno ; 
for this is a trial of a good Chriſtian, wichour 
which all your pretended Faith and Purity of Life 
wal avail you nothing; For he fhall have Judgment 
without Mercy, who hath ſhewn no Mercy, Jam. 2. 17. 
You pray-for him ? alas! God will nar regard 
your- Prayers without your Alms, unleſs as he re. 
gards all your Iniquities, the more ſeverely to pn- 
n{hchem. —_ Thou 


at Warrington, June 3. 16979. \19 

Thou mailt both pray and weep for him, and 
thou ought it to weep, becaule thou prayeſt that God 
would relieve another when thou canſt and wilt not. 

What canſt thou expect to reap from ſuch Pray- 
ers.þut Damnation to thy ſelf 2 for they'll only ſerve 
to-thruſt down thy Soul coward Hell, while thy 
Eyes look up to Heaven. WT 
Secondly, Another ſort of Men, who are very * 
peccant as to the meaſures of Chriſtian Charity, are 
| ſuchas will tell you they own that Charity is a Du- 
ty, and they are very well diſpos'd to be charitable, 
but trading is dead, Taxes heavy, Money ſcarce ;\ 
fo that none knows how ſoon he or his may have 
occaſion for thelitele he hath; and 'cis certainly great 
Prudence to provide againſt che worſt, and to part 
with as little as may be. his | 

Thus do they render that which is the proper 
Motive to Charity, viz, the general Wants and Ne- 
cellitiesof the poor, the greatelt Argument againſt it. 

I would only defire ſuch men ſeriouſly to 
confider the Example of the beft Chriſtians in the 
. worſt of times, while themſelves were in Poverty 
and Diftreſs ; and if not labouring under Want and 
Perſecution, yet within a diſmal Proſpe& of both. 

St. Pan relates of: the Church at Macedonia, that 
= 4 great tryal of their 4ffiiftion, their deep Poverty 
abounded to the Riches of their Liberality, that they were 


D 2 willing 
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willing beyond their Power. And he uſes ſeveral other 
Arguments. through the whole Chapter, to preſs 
the Corinthians to imitate 'fo generous an | Exaaple, 
2 Cor. ch, 8. 

And all-this to convince Men that Fears' and 
Wants which ſeem: to threaten- our ſelves, can. be no 
Excuſe from relieving thoſe who. at. preſent labour 
under'the heavy =" Fon of them. iT 

Nay, he requires their-Charity at-ſuch a time, 
when without a Miracle they muſt cer long ſtand 
In need of the like Relief from others. - ' Nay, and 
for this very reaſon (fays he) that now! at this-time your 
Abundance niay be" a' ſupply for their want, that their 4: 
bundance may be a ſupply for your want, v. 14. 

To move Compaſſion to the poox, their Necel. 
fity ſeems a ſufficient Obligation, ar leaſt a prudent 
Conſideration that we 'our ſelves, even the greateſt 
_ of us, may fall into the like Calamities, and 'more 
reaſonably then expe&t Compaſſion,: ſhould move 
our Pity 'and demand-our Mercy... (59 

And therefore whats feandatous. Comradition | 
are thoſe- men ro-themfelves-who with 'a ſecaning 
Picty will encourage perſonsin wanr:to truſt in Pro. 
vidence, and quote the numerous :Declarations in 

js. 33.16:his word for the good! Many; as that:his Bread Jhall 
be given him, and his. Water fhall" be. ſure: That he 

{hall not be confounded in. the perilous time, and 

in 
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in the days of Dearth he ſhalt have enough, and the 
like. _ tf 56 | 

While: in the mean time, by. diſtruſtfull Fears 
and Suſpicions of I know not what Miſ-fortunes may 
befall chemſelves, they wholly tranſgreſs this Duty, 
by their Practice, openly declaring that they dare 
not truſt . God for a Reward,. or that his glorious 
Promiſes are inſufficients engagement to perform his 
Precepts. | 

"Fis he only gives us ſure proofs that he dare 
truſt in God and rely upon: his Providence, whoſo 
fears not want, but he'}l give ſome of his Wealth , * 
away to feed his Servants... TH | 
. . For when I ſee a Man fulfill the neceſſities of thoſe 
who ſuffer for his Saviour's ſake, I doubt not but he 
he believes that by beſtowing uponthe poor,..he lends 
vmto: the Lord, and that whatever he lays out it ſhall be privag.sy 
paid him-aguin. | 
;c. But if inftead of an Alms, he only comforts him 
:with a; pious Saying or a Texr,. telling him, he hath 
done .a great deal of good:, and ne doubt but _ 
God will reward him for ir,: fince he hath promiſed 
to: give Grace and Glory, andno good thing will he with- Pfe18412-. 
hold from them that lead a godly. Life, and when he.is 
well. able to. ſupply his Wants, only condolesthera 
in ſome ſad Expreſſions. | 
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- I may think the man has ſome givings of Huma- 
nity, ſome tenderneſs of Nature, but I muſt con- 


clude him deſtitute of true Chriſtian Faith as well 


as Chriſtian Pity. | 

Nor laſtly, Are they more excuſable from 
tranſgrefſing the meaſures of Chriſtian Charity, who 
would free themſelves from obligation to Mea in 
want, under) pretence the Law has made ſufhcient 
Proviſion for them. 

They will allow that in time of Perſecution, when 


the Chriſtian was permicred ro poleſs nothing but 


the Truth and his vwn Innocence, when he muft 
forego all things, unleſs he would forſake the Crown 
of Righteouſneſs and the Paths that lead thither, he 
muſt be eſteemed as barbarous as his Perſecutors 
who would not relieve him. Ea 


Bur fince our Religion has been eſtabliſht- by 


Laws which have provided that its Profeſiors ſhould 


nor neglect irs great Precept of making ſupplies for 
as. Want, and lefr ic awry, Ama office 
to confider what is ſufficient for that purpoſe, what 
need of any further private Charities? 

Firft, Theſe Men would do well to-conſtder that 


no general Law cither doth or can make ſufficient 


Proviſions for the wants and necellities of cach par- 


ticular, 


For 
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For alas! how numerous are they who by unex- 

, pected Accidents and groſs Misfortunes are reduced 

to Want, and yet aſhamed to own it. The Miſe. 

. ries of a Perſon in Diftreſs are like the Tortures of _ 

a wounded Conſcience, which none can know but 

they who feel them. M- 

Yet the ſhameſull Diſgrates of Poverty, as they 
arc ufually eftcemed, and to be the ſubje&t of all 
Mens Difcourſe, and of few- Mens Pity, is that 
which gives them a keener Edge, and makes theix 
Wound the deeper. 

Or if Neceſfity hath o'ercome their inbred Mo- 
deſty, and made them declare their wants to Men 
in Office, how often doth it happen that they meet 
with ſevere Cenfures inſtead of a Relief ? That their 
Afition is interpreted as a jndgment for their 
Crimes by ſome. and disbelieved as a forged Cheat, 
and a Contrivance by others, and inſtead of an 
Alms they receive a ſmart rebuke. 

If they challenge the benefit of the Laws which 
they really ſtand in need of, yet daily Experience 
ſhews how niggardly theſe are executed, what in- 
confiderable ſupplies are ufually made for great Ne- 
cellities, what Tricks and Evaſions are made uſe of 
to preferve the Parifh from further Charge ; ſo that 
all the benefre the man reaps from the Law is fre- 
qrenely to be in. danger of periſhing by ir. 


——— — 


For. 
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- .For.tho' the Law -allows never [6 plenrifull Pro- 
viſions to be made, yet if chele be not diſpenſed by 
the Legal Officers, there will conſtantly. be an am- 

' ple ſpace for-good Mens Charity... 
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Which if. neglected, the poor 'Perfon who per: 
haps follows an Employment which will not main- 
tain him, and by all his Induſtry,..cannot provide 
for himſelf and a numerous Family,. cither{pins our 
amiſerable Life for a few Years, or perhaps a ſence 
of his Miſeries, and a Deſpair of better days drives 
him to a deep Melancholy ; this and his bodily Di- 
ftempers' make: him diſtruſt a Providence,, and 
put a faral Period to his wretched Being, or elſe 
make him. ſeek to prolong Life by ſuch Courles 
for which others deſerve to forfeit it. 

Whereas a better Execution of wholſom Laws, 
or the private Supplies of a few rich well diſpoſed 
Chriſtians might have preſerved this Perſon in his 
Courle of Vertue, in his pious eſteem of God and 
Goodneſs, and have ſanRtified his Sufferings to his 
Salvation. | 

Secondly; He who doth only what the Law com- 
mands him, doth not come up to the Meaſures of 
Chriſtian Charity, nor fulfill that Precept. 
|  . Thetrue Meaſure of our Charity is this, Be mer- 

cifull after thy power, if thou haſt much give plen- 
teouſly, if thou haſt lictle, do thy diligence gladly 
co give of that little. - But 
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. Bur how diſproportionable are moſt mens Taxes A 
toward the. poor to their real enjoyments? 
How. uncertain a Meaſure of our Charity are the 
Legal Rates, which are uſually fixt according to 
mens viſible Eſtates, whereas the greateſt part of 
the Riches of a. Nation are unknown; but tothole on- 
ly who pollels- ther | - i - hn? 
 _  *T'was probably one great fault in the Jewiſh 
Diftributions,; that they did them not_ out of. a'de- 
fign. co. procure his. good on whom they, beſtowed 
them, but becauſe the Law- obliged thena ta-it, 
- The proud Phariſce. boaſted that he gave Alms 
and paid T'ythes of all he had, but this he did not 
out of an honeſt Mind and.a pure Charity, that the 
Prieſt, the Levite, and the Poor might -have every 
one enough ; but as Dr. Lightfoot obſerves, out. of Oa Zule 
Fear and Dread, becaulc a levere Canon among 2" 
them, He that  eateth of things not tythed. is worthy of 
- death. He that gives no more than he. is. compel- 
led to by the Law, acts out of a. Principle of Neceſ- 
ſity not Charity. | SEE 
Burt we are commanded to give Alms, to do- good to. 
. all as we have opportunity, to be. rich in, good Works, rea- 
dy to diſtribute, willing to. communicate... Which.imply: 
much more than that we ſhould do only. what we 
may be forced to. And *tis the noble Character of: 
a. Clergymaa. in particular, chat he is in. all things a ms. a.;: 
Patt ern: 
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BY uTim4:12, : Parton 0 of | good Warks, and an Example of the other 
\ . Believers, im Charity no leſs than m Faith and Purity. 
Sv thar cither theſe Preceprs which make up one 
'main Branch of a Chriſtian's Duty oblige nor be- 
yond the Stages of Chriſtianity, or it will be but 
a poor - account | of the day of Judgment, that we 
have been as enankabte as ie Laws of the Land re- 
quired us. © ' - 
Cerondly, Let 'us' next conſider the Object ir out 
Charity, with che order we ought to wrrdch in the 
Diſtribution of our Alms. - 
' The general ObjeR-of our Charity is every man 
in Neceſliry and Wane, who comes within the reach 
17keſ3.2: of our Abilities, For we muſt mrreaſe and abound in 
Love one towards another, and towards all men, 
| - Bue tho” we- rrivft do good unto all, rhere are 
| fone who may expett to I the firſt and the beſt 
Fruits of oar Et, 
As we have oppo we muſt do good unto 
4.6.10. all Men, but it 294 Nee pecially to theſe” who are of 
the bouſhold of faith, i. e. our oe Fellow. Chriſtians, the 
Profeſſors of bo ſame Religion witch us. 
So likewiſe the Fathfull, Tam to fuccour ' 
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| | Upon this account, very excellent was the deſign 

of that Order in Spain, call'd The Order of Mercy, oi 
inſticuted for the Redemption of Chriſtian Captives. grooky, 
For which purpoſe there arc few rich men who die 
there, but leave preac Legacies, which the Knights 

of that Order are very faithful! in digburſing, ſend- 
ing their Agents yearly ro Algrers and Tyrky to know 
what Ohriftians are detain'd in/Slavery." And after | 
they have relicv'd rhaſe of their own Nation they re- 
deem whatever Chriſtians there are of other Couneries. 

; A pattern worthy the imiration of more reform'd, 

and i in. other reſpeRs better Chriftian Kingdoms. 

- Uponthe ſame accarmt we ought more eſpecially 
to do good to thoſe who are the principal part of 
the Houthold of Faith, I mean the Stewards of God's 
houſe, and the: Diſpenſers of the Myſteries of God 
tothe People. If we have ſown nnto you ſpiritual things, 
is it a great matter if we ſhall reap your carnal —_ 
fays the good Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 9. 11. 

Yes truly, there are very many in theſe times, 
who think *eis againſt all Senſe and Reaſon, char 
we ſhonld do fo: They pretend to honour Reli- 
gion and deſpiſe its Miniſters, would have Chriftia- 
nity flouriſh, but irs Orthodox Preachers WAX poor 

and decay, | and vere -good old Latimers Com- 
plaint in his days, viz. They are Goſpellers, but "tis for” 


the Love of the Abbey and Chantry Lands. 
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arc ſo far from obſerving . the. Apoſtolical 


Gal.6. 16. hone Let him that is taught in the word miniſter 


unto him that teaches in -all good things. - That they 
envy. him. thoſe ſmall. Poſſeſſions which better Chri. 
Rians.gavehim, and would rejoyceif they -could but 
' bring God's Curſe on Eli's Sons upon the whole Fa- 
mily of Aaron, make all the Prieſthood come crouch 
to thens for a picce of Silver and a;Morſel of Bread, 


1585236. and force-us to ſay, Get:me Tipray thee into one: of the 


Priefts offices, that I may edt a-little; Bread. - 
And *tis. very lamentable 'to obſerve that their 
wicked. deſires have prevail'd in many: places.:: _ - 
How: often. do we find by ſad Experience, 'that 
the poor Curate or Vicar, who miniſters about hol 
things,” is ſcarce allow'd to live of the things of the 
Temple, has but a very ſmall and- inconfiderable 
Pittance of them, while the rich Lay: Impeopriacor, 
takes all chereſt for doing nothing. 
' What then ſhall be-dotie for the Relief of cheſe 
ood Men and their numerous Families, which their 
mall Revenues are not ſufficient to maintain? _- 
Will choſe in authority grant them a ſetled Main- 
renance, : and make a more competent Proviſion for 
them? Ir. ſcems very: reaſonable they ſhould, and 
*ris certainly for the real Intereſt of the Srate as well 
as of the Gharch to. dofo. i: 


| While 
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While Preachers have-no ſetled Stipend, and muſt, 
procure the peoples Gifts and Fayour, unleſs they'll 
be content to ſtarve without them, this cannot fre- 
. quently be done, but by preaching up Schiſm, Fa- 
Etion and: Sedicion;: all manner of falſe Tenets to 
the ruin of Government and Religion: And in ſhort, 
whatever is agreeable to the humor of the place they 
live in. | 
. - And then no wonder, - if there are always ſome 
ſuch as God: complains of, Ezekiel 13. 19. who. 
' pollute him among his people for handfulls of Barley, and for 
pieces of Bread. ' And for ſuchmean and baſe deſigns 
preach ſuch Lyes as ſlay the Souls that ſhould not die, 
and pretend to {lay the Souls alive that ſhall notlive. 

Since then God has ordain'd, that they who preach : &r.9.14.* 
the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel ; we will: hope or ; 
wiſh the Government may ſometime think fit to do 
ſo too, | | 
But what preſent Remedy can we think of for 
theſe growing Evils 2 What better method can be 
invented than that we of the ſame holy Order, who 
by the Indulgence of Heaven. do not labour under 
the .like misfortune of a poor ſcandalous Mainte- 
nance, . nor depend for a ſubſiſtance upon the daily 
Benevolence of the well-affeted, ſhould-contribute 
our Endeavours to render their condition better, or 


at leaſt to ſupport their poor Relations, who _ 
orie 


_ : . DI > | = _—_ 
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« * ; - S | by = them, kg wales « thoſe ſmall "MJ 
| © - Joyments they were once poſlels'd off 
WW | We are all Fellow-Labourers in che Goſpel, and 
© - / ought co have a deep Compaſiion for each others 
2 Mileries, and to be Fcllow-Sufferers together. - + 
=p Nor let us think we fulfill this Duty by beſtow. 

ing 2 {mall and inconſiderable Alms upon them, or 

ſuch a proportion, as would be ſufficient for rhe 

meaneſt of the people ; for when our Saviour ſays, 
werkg.41. Whoſoever ſhall give you @ cup of water to drink in ny 


Rood on this condition; that he who gives, is able 
to beltow no more, or he that receives it needs nga 
more, otherwiſe ſo ſmall an Alms will prove bur a 
Bur to proceed, Suppoſe two perſons want - ous 
afliſtance in any kind, who ſtand equally related to 
us, and are perhaps of the ſame Rank and Order 
"Which of them is then to receive the firſt Fruits of 
our Benficence : I anſwer, In this Caſe theſe two Con- 
ditions are chiefly to be regarded. 


merit. I will do a kindneſs to a bad man in hopes. 
to make him good, bur Fl farſt_rclieve him char's 
< good already. | | 


Vers 


Name, becauſe you belong to Chrift; It is to be under- 


| "ERIN 


Firſt, Who is the perſon of greater deſert and 


Hence the Apoſtle reckons ApmazaSe) and Ames) 
ia the fame rank of Sinners : Thoſe that arenor Lo- » 


FL CORE FEELS”. - Ho To 
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at Warrington, June 3. 1699: 
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vers of good men, and thoſe who want natural Af. 
fetion, plainly implying, that if a man has once 
loſt his reſpe&t for vercue, he has but poor- remains 
of Humanity left him. TN : 
Secondly, .You are to conſider whoſe neceſſities are * 
greater and more prefling at that rime. Tho' I ſec 
one hungry and naked, if another be nearer to his 
ruin, ſurrounded with the Flames or m_ in"the 
Flogds,. if he be deſigning an irreparable miſchief to 
himſelf, Tſhould, ifI can, firſt reſcue this, and chen 
relieve that. _. 
| Tf both be a-like necefſirous, you muſt relieve the | 
better man; if both be equally virtuous, him chat 
labours under the greater Necelliy. Fe Wa 
But ſuppole, the-one has more of Sanftity and Pi- 
ety, the other of want and miſery, the one a pro- 
phane Eſau ready to periſh for a Meſs of Portage, 
the other ſuffers hunger and thirſt for Righteouſneſs 


' ſake, but is in no preſent danger of fainting and 


dying for watt. In this caſe, I would. prefer the 
Sinner before the Saint, and the Son of Adam before. 


the Servant of Chriſt. My reaſon is, becauſe I may 


. have other opportunities to relieve the Chriſtian, bur 


I havethis only left me to ſave the man. 
Bur ſuppale yer further, theſe ſeveral Relations do 
not meet in the ſame perſons oftwo Competitors for 


my kindneſs, the one is my Friend and my Fellow- 
Servant 


__ 


ou 
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Servant in Chriſt, but the other my. Parent, my 


Wife, my Child or my Brother. The one is my 


natural. Parent the other my Spiritual, - I cannor 
preſerve or relieve both theſe, to whether then muſt 
I do good and diſtribute > _ 

_ . Anſw. This caſe is beſt to be determined by con- 
ſidering'the Nature of the Gift whereby. I am to re- 
lieve them, for if it be a Gift which has nothing of 
office annexed to it, I may prefer one that's nearer 
to me by Nature before him that's canjoined by 
Grace and Vertue only. h EE 


A Man who has Money or an Eſtate to. leave, is 


not bound to beſtow it on the beſt man he knows, 
but may juſtly give it to his next Relation, tho! not 
{ſo excellent in Grace, E Ts 

But if I have an Office to diſpoſe of, or any pre- 
ferment, wherein the publick welfare. of the State, 


and the good of the Church may be concerned, I 
ought not to confer it on a Parent or a Son, if -he . 


be-not qualified for the diſcharge of it, becaule in ſo 
doing, I betray my truſt, I injure the publick. 
And in.this Caſe Friendſhip, which ought to be 


. grounded on vertue and deſert ſhould take place of | 


Nature, 

'And therefore that was not a juſtifiable Determi- 
nation in Ceſar, when Brutus and Caſſius contended 
for the Pratorſhip 3, and having heard the Allegations 


ON. 
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E | on both ſides, thus concluded, * Tis true, the rea —_T 
ſons alledged by Caſſius are moſt juſt, bur Brutus ne: =p. HP- 
vertheleſs mult be preferred. 
1. But laſtly, A man ought to have. my Charity 
before a Beaſt, and'yer a good Man will be merci. 
full rochis. What can we then.plead for thoſe who - 
inſtead of employing a little of their Wealth for the | 
relief of thoſe vaſt Multitudes in every, place,. who - 
labour under want and miſery; lay our. a great part 
of their Poſleflions in purchaſing Vanities and Trifles 2: 
.. May it not juſtly be ſaid,co ſuch what was tarea- 
1 ſonably. objected, by1Judas to his Maſter ought-not 
this rather to be fold for many Pence, and givento - 
the Poor ? * 
. . Werax it as a great Miſtake i in.the Turks Chart 
ty, who. will give Moneys for Birds that they;may : 
ſer, them ar liberty, and yer: give large Summs-to + 
purchaſe men for Slavery ; . buy Breadto feed. a Dog, . 
but at che ſame cime ſee a hungry Jew or Chriſtian 
: ready to periſh for want of it... - '; -; 
| The Caſe ſcems the fame in both, only widrchis 
q difference, that the' Mahometan' has a miſtaken ſence - 
of Charicy, . but ſuch Chriſtians none at all., _  ., 
Thus: {1 the good man's plenty, like: the - 
Dew of Heaven in Gideor's time, firſt water his own 
Fleece, -and then the Land that's round. abour him, - 
For if he. hath Siperfluities, he muſt nor confine - 
them to himſelf loner nor-ſow, to the Fleſh, - 5. e. - 


F ſpend . 
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end his Wealth co maincairt his Luxury, bar Ike 
the Lok Hills pour down his delightful Strearns to 

refreſh-and enrich the Vales beneath. - h 
_ And great reaſon he harh to-do ir, if in the laſt 

plact, we conſider the grand Chriſtian Motive toll 

this. And thow ſhalt bave Treaſnre in Heaven, 'By 
which we tmuſt not underſtand that Charity alone, 

- without the ConjuriQion of other Chriſtian Vertues, 

 . Cafi entitle us to this Treaſiire, * 

Rycany's =” *F's obſerved of ſeveral Sects. 2tnong the Turks, 

Tk char they- will practiſe ſome one verroe; with Hreat | 

Policy- ftritiiefs and ſeverity, bur indulge 1 themſelves iti other 

Vices, and yet by this means think to purchaſe Para- f 
diſe. 
ka tmay' be 'a Mahomgran, but 'is no Chriſtian 
Priticiple; for in vain did the Goſpel threaten every 
_ Sin with ercrnal Death, if\ the praftice of any fin- 
ge Verme could entirte usto eternal Life. 

Nor Secondly; _ Mat we think, as ſome fooliſhly 
fanſs ie, that by the moſt perfect Charity we cartme- f 
ri Heaven; for when we have done all we Can, we 
have only employ'd thoſe Faculties whick were gi- ly 

' ven us, thoſe Talents which were'cottttnitted ro or 
' traſÞfor che performance of our Diry. So that we 
have no/ better reaſorr to challenge Heaven 'as our 
 defert;/than' x Stbjet for paying 2 jriſt Tribute, - to 
demand his Prince's. Crown” Howevet 'we' fave 
| Ns Cauſe to conclude, THESE ers ag 
pn " cr 
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hipher valge df that wan Charity; ahd reward Tam 
more who aboutrds in all good works, out of te 
ſpect to his Saviout's Sifferings; 2 Sythparky with 
his Fellow-Creatur&+ Miſerits; ind: :a Trice of rati- 
. tude to his Maker, and expects Heaven 'otily froth 
his undeſeryed Bounty ;_ thin he can be ſitppbs'd'to 
ſet-vn his, who thinks to dtive 4 HE Yargait with. 

the Almipley, to buy happineſs 4 the flifl wotth, 

and ak this cterhal Ttaſure at 2 Marker Yate. - 

- But- Laftly, We ray obſerve that Heaven is rhoſt 
frequently, #ay almoſt prevliatly protififed to this 
Vertue in this places, becauſe *tis To Pldin a prob 
of our prear Love beth to God and oitr Newhbbour, 
which are the$umen of the Law td the Prophets, 

-Arid therefofe probably” out Saviour Highs this, 
and chis alone as the treafori of rhaf happy ih- 
 vitation, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kilg. To che 


_ prepared for you from the beginning df the World ; for oft of the 


1 wat an bingred, ond Je gave is Meat, add (6 Oh, fhen a 
Matth, 2 Fo 34 V2 $=c 
Virig ti6d a valide i in if, which ſerved &. nt, Juſtification, Salva Salvation, hs og) 

ings of the rt (da ndments. 


mfarving 4 ray Death red Com te 
CR rye Cos Ie AIES 
| ae. Ek y hd Tf, _ tht You ave, all ha 
yo roggory eve th frigge wit Neath Uo betlefn too, Fx 4 eready way 


your wealth oa ns Pollution, and your mindy from Coverv une ofs Yide Hamm. in 
Fn, Bezam. 
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Since then by commanding us to be charitable, 
God... 
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Fj Go "| hat 1.0 on y $0 IR ve" us to IX: happy, to be 
” ki id to. our Neighbours, that in the end: we may 
W-.- Xt : ak to our br 4s this hed nogh may extort our 


To ot ES, ging no fearful Pee wa ons of 
:  uacerrain Wants: and remote Misfortunes fo far-pre- 
- Vail upon our Minds, 2s. to make us omir. doing 
good for fear of ſuffering harm. 
:. - For if we believe-a Providence, we _ believe 
* will prote&tthoſe whom no {ad Proſpet;was.able. 
to, deter. 5 #4 patient Continwagce jp well doing, ci- 
ther by granting them: freedom from Calamities, 
Eaſe and Aſfiſtance under them, a; ſpeedy and hap. 

PY Iſſoe out of them,, or at-laſt-a glorious Immor. 
0 recompence. that Bounty WAH: occaſioned 
them. ' 
For God is not unrighteous to \ forget. your work and 
labour of Love, which ye bave ſhew'd towards' is. Name, 
- in that ye have miniſtred to the Saints and do miniſter, 
Hebr. 6, 10. Which that we may ftill do, let us 
beg ff God for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, that where he- 

has beſtow'd a larger Portion of this. worlds: 1goods 
| _ any, he would give hina Grace to.ule it to-his 

ory, his Brethres WIE: and his own: Ecetnal 


"EW; | Comfort, Amen. ' 
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